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REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


The Superintending School Committee of . Keene, as 
by law required, submit the following: Report for the 
year ending March 10, 1857 :— 


The sum raised by the Town for the support of Schools at 
its last Annual Meeting, was $3.880.00. The amount of the 
Literary Fund received by the town was $218.40. The 
amount raised by the High School Associated Districts was — 
$700.00, making in all $4.293.40, devoted to the support of 
public schools in the town of Keene for the year. In addition 
to this there has been expended $200 for instruction in private 
schools, making $4.493.40 appropriated to the purposes of 
public and private instruction in the town the past year. | 

Although the Committee hardly feel justified in saying that 
the whole of this large amount of money has been expended to 
the best advantage, still, as a general thing, it has been appro- 
priated with an usual degree of care and beneficial results, and 
in respect to some of the schools, they can confidently say that 
their advantages would have been cheaply bought at a much 
higher price than what they have cost. 
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SCHOOL STATISTICS. 


Cuntre ScHoot. Summer.—The Primary Department 
was taught by Miss H. L. A. Mason, 18 weeks. Whole 
number of scholars, 51; males 24, females 27; average 
attendance 43. 

- The Intermediate Department was taught by Miss Laura 
C. Duan, 18 weeks. Whole number of scholars 32; males 
18, females 19; average attendance 29. 

Winter.—Teachers the same as in the summer. Length of 
schools 10 weeks each. Whole number of scholars in the Pri- 
mary Department 44; males 25, females 19; average attend- 
ance 39. Intermediate Department.—Whole number of schol- 
ars 88; males 15, females 23; average attendance 33. These 
schools have been distinguished for good discipline, system and 
thoroughness of instruction. In both good order has prevailed, 
more through the attachment between teacher and scholar, than 
by means of instruments of corporal punishment. In both was 
the statute prescribing the duties of the teacher, as regards the 
inculcation of good morals, practically complied with by reci- 
tations and representations in dialogue, of a character calculated 
to make a deep impression upon the minds of the pupils. 
Singing it is believed had a good effect upon both the schools. 

No. 1. Summer.—Primary Department.—The first term 
of 12 weeks was taught by Miss 8. A. Aupricu. Whole num- 
ber of scholars 40; males 20, females 20; average attendance 
27. Miss Aupricu did as well as could be expected with a 
disposition on the part of some to disobey her authority. An- 
other term was taught 11 weeks by Miss H. Z. Emurson. 
Whole number of scholars 87; males 19, females 18; average 
attendance 20. The school was visited by Dr. Barstow at its 
commencement, but he had no notice of its close. If the Com- 
mittee may be allowed to judge from her achievements in Dis- 
trict No. 10, the winter following, Miss Emerson could hardly 
have failed of keeping a good school in No. 1. - 

Intermediate Department.—Two terms, 23 weeks in all, were 
taught by Miss H. M. Emerson. Whole number of scholars 
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46; males 23, females 23; average attendance 80. Dr. Bar- 
stow visited this school once and found it doing pretty well. 
But the Committee cannot tell about its success as they were 
not warned of its close and had no opportunity for a closing ex- 
amination. ‘The school was closed before the time intended on 
account of the sickness of the teacher. It was considered a suc- 
cessful school. 

Winter.—The Primary Department was taught 11 weeks by 
Miss G. FremmMan. Whole number of scholars 36; males 16, 
females 20; average attendance 39. This was a good school. 
Good order was a distinguishing feature of the schools. The 
child’s propensity to imitate was observable in the very com- 
mendable amount of voice used in the exercises. The exercises 
were prompt and well performed. Singing and recitations were 
usefully employed for moral instruction and government. It 
was a matter of regret that the regularity of the school and the 
attendance of the pupils were much affected by causes beyond 
the teacher’s control, and alluded to by her in her record of the 
school. 

Intermediate Department. Taught 8 weeks by Miss E. J. 
‘ Anpricu. Whole number of scholars 51; males 27, females 
24; average attendance 49. Although this school was brought 
suddenly to a close by the sickness of the teacher and no closing 
examination was had, it is believed, from several visits made by 
the Committee, that the few weeks the school was in session 
were profitably spent. That improvement was made from time 
to time was evident, and the promise was that if the school had 
continued as was intended, the closing examination would have 
shown, satisfactory results. Some disturbance was occasioned by 
the older boys, who seemed to require a stronger will for their 
proper government. 

No. 2. Swmmer.—Primary Department. There were two 
terms of this school. The first, of 10 weeks, was taught by 
Miss E. A. Stone, the second of 11 weeks by MissI. A. 
CARPENTER. Whole number of scholars 55; males 29, females 
26; average attendance 48. A satisfactory school in all 
respects. 
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Intermediate Department. There were two terms of this 
school. The first taught by Miss M. Fiskz, continued 12 
weeks. Whole number of scholars 34; males 19, females 15; 
average attendance 29. This was a prosperous school. ‘The 
second term was commenced by Miss A. P. StouaHton, who 
taught 6 weeks. ‘The teacher was well qualified as to her at- 
tainments, but failing to govern the school she did not succeed, 
and resigned before the term closed. Mr. C. May, Jr., fin- 
ished the school to the satisfaction of the Committee. Length 
of school under Mr. May’s instruction, 4 weeks. Whole 
number of scholars 40; males 20, females 20; average 
attendance 36. 

Winter.—Primary Department. Length of school 10 weeks, 
taught by Miss L A. Carpenter. ‘This school was exceed- 
ingly good in all respects as was witnessed by a large number 
of the citizens as well as the Committee. 

Intermediate Department. Length of school 103 weeks, 
taught by Mr. C. May, Jr. Whole number of scholars 56; 
males 85, females 21; average attendance 45. Mr. May’s 
school was on the whole very satisfactory. We were not able 
to find out what was done by the pupils in their writing. They 
‘made very creditable progress in Reading, Geography, Gram- 
mar and Arithmetic. 

No. 3. Swmmer.—This school was taught 12 weeks by 
Miss M. J. Lewis. Whole number of scholars 87; males 15, 
females 22; average attendance 80. The school cannot’ be con- 
sidered more than moderately successful. In some cases the 
pupils did not succeed in going over ground that they had been 
over before. This perhaps was owing more to former defective 
instruction than to any fault of the teacher. The Committee 
would have been glad to have seen greater thoroughness if even 
less ground had been attempted. Some of the exercises, how- 
. ever, did credit to teacher and scholar. The school was greatly 
disturbed by one of those evils too frequently occurring in our 
schools, gross insubordination on the part of the scholar sup- 
ported by authority at home. In this case the Committee are 
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informed that ungentlemanly abuse of Miss Luwis was added to 
contempt of her authority. 

Winter.—This school was commenced by Mr. BH. W. Riy- 
NoLps. ‘The school appeared well at its commencement. ‘The 
teacher seemed interested and qualified to keep a good school, 
but for some reason he did not succeed, and the school closed 
four weeks before the time intended. It has since commenced 
again under the care of Mr. GLuBASON, and is not yot closed, 

No. 4. Swmmer,—Taught 12 weeks by Miss 'ranons A. 
Onasn. Whole number of scholars 18; males 2, fomalos 11; 
average attendance 12, nearly. ‘The Committee noticed with 
pleasure at the closing examination, the neat appearance of the 
school houge and the children, and the interest they manifested 
in their teacher and their studies. 

Winter.—Taught by Mr. W. D, Luannup, 11 weeks.— 
Whole number of scholars 20; malos 9, fomales 115 average 
attendance 12}. This school was not very successful. But it 
is believed that the teacher was very desirous of doing well.— 
Tlowever, at its last examination there were only 7 pupils in 
attendance. 

No. 5. Summer.—Taught by Miss I. F, Nyn, 8 weeks. 
Whole number of scholars 8; males 8, fomales 5; average at- 
tendance 7. Winter school taught by the samo teacher 114 
weeks. Whole number of scholars 14; males 9, females 5; 
average attendance 9. This was small school but a good one. 

No. 6. Summer.—Taught 12 weeks by Miss M. K, 
Spxar. Whole number of scholars 16; males 7, females 9 ; 
average attendance 13). Miss Spwaws school was on the 
whole pretty successful. There was not all the energy and 
promptness that would have been desirable, but it was better 
than some other schools. 

Winter.—Length of school 114 weeks. Taught by Mr, A. 
Hi. Gurmnus. Whole number of scholars 11; males 8, females 
2; average attendance 8. This was a very small school. ‘The — 
teacher remarks, that ‘owing to the removal of two families 
from the district, the school has heen diminished, Three or four 
scholars and two families live so far off that they do not send to 
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this school in the winter.” A number of scholars were from 
other districts. The teacher also remarks, that “‘ not a parent 
or citizen visited the school this term.’ It was a good school, 
with some qualification. Too much ground was attempted, 
especially in Geography, and not thoroughly mastered. This 
fault, however, was not confined to this school. It is quite too 
common. 

No. 7. Summer.—This school was taught 9 weeks by Miss 
F. L. Atpricu. Whole number of scholars 10; males 6, fe- 
males 4; average attendance 9. At the électiit areatian 
ten scholars were present. They were orderly in their appear- 
ance and gave evidence of improvement in their studies. There 
was as much interest as could be expected in so small a school, 
composed of scholars so young. 

Winter.—This term was taught 9 weeks by Mr. C. B. 
Fay. Whole number of scholars 9; males 7, females 2; av- 
erage attendance 8. No member of the Committee was present 
at the closmg examination, but the Prudential Committee re- 
ports that the school appeared well. The teacher though young 
had good success. | 

No. 8.. Swmmer.—There were two terms of this school.— 
The first, of 10 weeks, was taught by Miss . A. CarpEntsr. 
Whole number of scholars 27; males 15, females 12; average 
attendance 24. ‘The second term, taught by Miss G. Freeman, 
continued 9 weeks,—whole number of scholars 21. This school 
both under Miss Carpenter and Miss FREEMAN, prospered 
and improved in all respects. 

Winter—Taught by Mr. A. R. Guzason, 8 eile —- 
Whole number of scholars 24 ; males 17, females 7; (average at- 
‘tendance not given). This jako was very siddeaneil in all 
respects. 

No. 9. Summer—Taught. by Miss E. J. Luvines, 12 
weeks. Whole number of pupils 15; males 5, females 10; 
average attendance 11+. Miss Lavinas taught this school with 
very good success. 

Winter.—Taught by Miss A. P. Marsnaun, 12 weeks. 
Whole number of scholars 15; average attendance 44. The 
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school closed several weeks before the etime expected for. it to 
close. It was reduced from 20 pupils to 5. Much fault was 
found with the teacher by some, and yet the Committee believe 
that had the parents in the district taken a just and consistent 
course, the school would have prospered; for they believe that 
the teacher was well qualified to take charge of the school. 

No. 10. Stwmmer.—Primary Department. There were 
two terms of this school, the first of 10 weeks, the second of 8 
weeks, both taught by Miss M. E. Wiiuis. Whole number of 
scholars 44; males 16, females 28; average attendance 40. 
This school did well in point of advancement. The teacher 
seemed devoted to her work, but the appearance of the school 
was very much marred by want of good order. 

Intermediate Department. There were also two terms of this 
school, the first of 10, the other of 8 weeks, taught by Miss J. 
©. Scott. Whole number of scholars 44; males 22, females 
22. Average attendance 83. There was exhibited a good de- 
gree of improvement in the various branches taught. It is be- 
lieved to have been a profitable school. 

Winter.—Primary Department. This school was taught 10 
weeks by Miss H. Z. Emerson. Whole number of scholars 
58; males 20, females 33; average attendance 40. At the 
opening examination of this school the Committee found it in a 
state of great disorder; the children idle, restless and inatten- 
tive at their recitations, but saw in the management of the teach- 
er great promise of a better state of things. The closing exam- 
ination met every expectation. Good order was a prominent 
feature of the school; the exercises were orderly, prompt and 
the lessons well learned. The teacher had earned great praise 
for the beneficial results which her untiring devotion had ac- 
complished. What is said of the schools in Centre district in 
relation to moral instruction and singing, applies fully to this 
school. 

Intermediate Department. This school was taught 84 weeks 
by Mr. Joun GoopEtt. Whole number of scholars 53; males 
28, females 25; average attendance 421. This school was 
closed before the time intended on account of the illness of the 
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teacher, and no closing examination was had. The Committee 
had visited the school several times during its progress, and ob- 
served a good degree of order and proficiency in many of the 
scholars. Others could not have accomplished much without 
taking more interest than they seemed to be taking in the busi- 
ness before them. The teacher remarks that could there have 
been a closing examination he believes it would have shown a 
tolerable degree of advancement, considering the length of the 
term and the disturbances which have already come to the 
knowledge of the Committee. The troubles in this school are 
too well known to all those interested to require further remark 
from the Committee. 

No. 11. Summer.—The first term of this school was 
taught 10 weeks by Miss M. L. Knicut. Whole number of 
scholars 60; males 27 females 83; average attendance 45.— 
Another term of 8 weeks was taught by Miss F. M. Wanker. 
Whole number of scholars 84; males 14, females 20; average 
attendance 25. The Committee were not informed of the com- 
mencement or close of this school, and it was not visited by 
either of the Committee, but they have the opinion of the Pru- 
dential Committee that it was a good school. 

Winter.—Taught by Mr. H. J. Bruce, 12 weeks. Whole 
number of scholars 48; males 26, females 22; average attend- 
ance 89. This was an excellent school. Mr. Bruce brought 
to his work education and a proper understanding of the duties 
of a teacher, and an ingenuous disposition to perform them.— 
This was one of the few schools in which the often repeated in- 
junction, that the scholar should be made to learn thoroughly 
all that is given him to learn, seemed to have been followed.— 
In this respect it was in pleasing contrast with those schools in 
which so much is attempted that nothing is learned well.— 
There was, however, a deficiency of voice which detracted some- 
what from the interest of the examination. & 

No. 12. Sewmmer.—Taught 8 weeks by Miss A. Parren. 
Whole number of scholars 19; males 7, females 12; average 
attendance wrongly given by the teacher. This was the first 
attempt of the teacher to keep school. Considering this, the 
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school was as well as could have been expected. Some of the 
exercises were very good; that in Physical Geography particu- 
larly so. On the part of some of the scholars there was an evi- 
dent want of acquaintance with what they had been over. 

Winter.—Taught 12 weeks by Mr. F. J. Grimes. Whole 
number of scholars 27; males 13, females 14; average attend- 
ance 23. ‘This school was not very successful, owing in part to 
the prevalence of sickness among the scholars. Only seven 
were present at the closing examination. 

No. 18. ‘Stwmmer.—Taught 10 weeks by Miss A. D. Law- 
LER. Whole number of scholars 19; males 8, females 11; av- 
erage attendance 16. 

Winter.—Taught by the same teacher 16 weeks. Whole 
number of scholars 25; males 18, females 12; average attend- 
ance 20. The school ied mall 


HIGH SCHOOL. 

The High School has for the past year been under the care of 
Mr. L. H. Buckinenam, Principal, Miss 8. A. Kenny, Assist- 
ant during the first term, Miss F. Hasxenn and Miss IsaBenua 
SHELLY the second, and Miss Saran Bexse for the term now 
in session. _ 

The Principal has furnished the Committee the follow- 
ing Report of the number of scholars and attendance for the 
year 1856-7. 


Summer. Fall. Winter. 


‘Length of school, in weeks, . 12 13 15 
Whole number of scholars, . 85 ol 91 
Average attendance, . . . . . 89 OT 
Number not absent or tardy, . . . 8 9 

The estimates for the present (Winter) term are made out.for 
the first thirteen weeks ending on Saturday, March 7, 1857. 

The low average attendance is caused by the fact that several 
scholars (at present as many as eight) have been allowed to be 
regularly absent, attending only at the hours of recitation. 

With respect to the High School, your Committee observe 
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that the report of the principal shows a want of regularity on 
the part of the pupils that should be corrected. It is not to be 
tolerated that there should be an average attendance of twenty- 
four less than the whole number of pupils at any time. Itis | 
believed that an improvement would be. made in the attendance 
of the pupils, if every one were required to recite a lesson each 
half day ; for some are prone to think they may be absent with- 
out detriment, if they are only present when they are to have a 
recitation. Your Committee think that there is need of a 
change, so that every one should recite a lesson at each session 
of the school, and that the length of the sessions should be grad- 
uated accordingly. 

It is believed that the teachers Lita been faithful and tho- 
rough in their method of instruction. But as the public exam- 
ination has not yet been attended, the Committee can only state 
their impressions from an occasional attendance upon the recita- 
tions of some of the classes. There has been commendable or- 
der in this school; but it is believed that some parents have not 
done their duty in requiring their children to be prompt in their 
attendance, and that others have allowed them to withdraw from 
the school without good reason. 

Z. 8. BARSTOW, 
GILBERT ROBBINS, 
HDWARD FARRAR, 

Sup. School Committee. 
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I. 


SUMMER SCHOOLS. 
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DWBTHEOT GE. Cicte clack eos coicaaes [Ombre]: 2°E 2 sal et 4[5 AN 617 he 8|9 tS 10 id ee 13 
Whole number of pupils,....... 51 32/40 46/55 40 37|13] 8)16|10)27|15)}44 44/60)19/19 
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TABLE II. 
WINTER SCHOOLS. 
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Whole number of pupils,......../44 38/36 51]50 56 20\14]11) 9)24)15)53 53/48 27125 
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Females, ..... Seeecdeacsctece flo 231200 24116. 121 LTS) Si 2h FT 33 25) 22 14|12 
Average attendance,............/39 383/31 49/41 45) . |12! 9) 8) 8 4)40 42 )39/23}20 
Length of school, .........-...0. LOGO LE Se VO LO 11j11,11] 9; 8]12}10 8)12)12/16 
Teachers’ wages per oat ahead ba 22}18 26|14 45 |>2 14/28] 8133}18|20 35)/25)]31)11 


Notz.—In the above tables Fall Terms have been considered as part of the Summer School 
and an approximate average made of the attendance of the two terms. In some cases the 
board of teachers is included in the sum given as “‘ wages,” in others not. 


TABLE III. 


g = y 7? P 
mn og oo So o8 
+ &8 eas) as) S69 
& a ae! hae 28 
w os 7 & >; = eS 
Fe he nts re 
: 5 : 8 : B “ 
: he : 8 ig : § 
Cente takes valsc140...1, $519. 97...|.$3.71..|Raised by the town. town, 
eT Mak wana | vie AO « pintals «407 On y Pe coed 4 | $3.880.00 
eet ea re te 642,19, BSL, Asoc be cia se ciate a2 
hice ae hc oA, Vela s whi Oedes «Wc OOO sua Selaaicceccascs 
tO setts kei ae ef ceal wa led saves ewnddwe ey 
BP eee eke veleeedawides 1019-01 pa sFe 0,10. ., Liverary Fund, 
POPE aval ein cn | ornOUs) |, «.Lol.42iy 1. we On 213.40 
RE eb dk os ls FLO. ee feo SOA ace she WOR da'e Mat ea eta cela sng 
MMs oe lays OO... LOOT LS WV. ST Oy SY ston a he ode dege os 
Rs cal itr chs wale abl oud tee oly SOs i Pewcdecciguecesacd 
SEE oy. er LOU. a vist POUT LAs sale cOsl Soe loths cnseaceccecs 
NE s,s like cL Uae it eOO- Od. estietclloclaet eo uaiitocceses 
A ERR ES © od eee i ee: Sd De 
RISE RE a ge oT (Ee 2 Er 
——— Saree Se eee | soa 
| 922 Fe Too Vesey | $3593.40 


14 


Districts. 


Centre. 


mo. it 
No. 2. 
io 
Non A, 
No. 5. 
No. & 
NO. TF 
No. 8. 
No. 9 
No. 10 


. 
a 


Prudential Commit- 
tees. 


Elbridge Clark. 
J. B. Elliot. 


George Holmes. 


Kugene 8. Ellis. 


Charles Wright. 

J. W. Nye. 

K. Ingalls. 

S. B. Aldrich. 
William P. Cochran. 


. (Samuel Kingsbury. 
K. Foster. 


.|I. F. B. Temple. 


. |Charles Wyman. 
.(N. Wright. 


TA Bie y., 


SUMMER SCHOOLS. 


Teachers. 


E L. C. Dean, 

Miss H. L. A. Mason, 
Miss H. M. Emerson. 
Miss S. A. Aldrich. 
Miss H. Z. Emerson. 
ht M. Fisk, 


Miss N. P. Stoughton. 


Mr. C. May, Jr. 
Miss E. A Stone, 
Miss [. A. Carpenter. 
Miss M. J. Lewis, 


Miss F. A. Chase. 
Miss I. F. Nye, 
Miss M. K. Spear, 
jMiss F. L. Aldrich. 
| Miss I. A. Carpenter. 
Miss G. Freeman. 
Miss E, J. Levings. 
Miss J. C. Scott. 
Miss M. EH. Willis. 
Miss M. L. Knight. 
Miss F. M. Walker. 
Miss Almira Patten. 
Miss A. D. Lawler. 


Residence. 


Keene. 
Sullivan. 
Walpole. 
Keene. 
Walpole. 
Warner. 


Keene. 
Marlborough. 
Keene. 
Chesterfield. 


Keene. 

Keene. 

Keene. 

Keene. 

Keene. 

Keene. 

Surry. 
Peterborough. 
Keene. 
Dummerston, Vt. 


Westmoreland. 
Keene. 


a an _—$—$__$ 


-WINTER SCHOOLS. 


Teachers. 


Miss Laura C. Dean, © 


Miss H. L. A. Mason. 
Miss H. J. Aldrich, 
Miss G. Freeman. 


Mr. Calvin May, Jr. 
Miss I. A. Carpenter. 


Mr. Eli W. Reynolds, 
Mr. A. Gleason. 

Mr. W. D. Learned. 
Miss I. F. Nye. 

Mr. A. H. Grimes. 
Mr. C.-B. Fay. 

Mr. A. R. Gleason. 


Miss A. P. Marshall. 
Mr. John Goodell. 
Miss H. Z. Emerson. 
Mr. H. J. Bruce. 


Mr. F. J. Grimes. 
Miss A. D. Lawler. 


i Pitacaacaied 
nn a 


Residence. 


Keene. 
Sullivan. 
Westmoreland. 
Keene. 


Keene. 
Keene. 


Keene. 
Gilsum. 
Dublin. 
Keene. 
Keene. 
Walpole. 
Gilsum. 


Randolph, Vt. 


Walpole. 
Springfield, Mass. 


Keene. 
Keene. 


FINANCIAL REPORT. 


The Selectmen of Keene for the year ending March 9th 1857, 
Report, that the Receipts and Expenditures have been as 


follows, viz :— 
RECEIPTS. 
Balance in the Treasury, March 10, 1856, 
Ree’d of Collector, 
« State Treasurer’s reo 
«County “ 


wate ste support ot County Paupers, March Term 1856, 


a Sept. Term, 1856, 
™ for support of Paupers from other Towns, 

«© Literary Fund, 

«© Cash borrowed of Savings Bank, 

As a ‘© Charles Lamson, 


66 ‘“c Ue Davis, 
“ ‘6 «“ B. Davis, 
‘ ‘< «« Cheshire County Bank, 


« Showmen’s License, 
“ from State Treasurer, Railroad Tax, 


“ Balance of Rents from the Town Hall Building, 


EXPENDITURES. 


For Town and County Paupers, 

State Tax as per Legit 

County at 

Support of Schools, 

vepatin of Highways and dees for he year 1855, 
Ordinary Town Charges, 

Fire Department, (including $272 00, Service List,) 
New Hose for Fire Department, 

Land Damages for the year 1855, 


867 66 
8,291 77 


$20,907 88 


1,930 40 
1,183 00 
1,176 52 
3.593 36 
873 07. 
2,767 380 
841 72 
687 05 
480 60 
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Superintending School Committee, 75 00 
Repairs in School District No. 10, 275 00 
High School Tax, : 700 00 
Teachers’ Institute, 101 40 
Insufficiency of Highways, 169 21 
Work and Materials on the New Cemetery, 93 87 
Principal and Interest on Town Notes, 3,967 92 
Bridge over Ashuelot River near Daniel Goodnow’s, 1,632 58 
Ebenezer Clark, for collecting Taxes, 125 00 
Cash in Treasury, to balance, 686 75 
$20,907 38 

Pauper accounts which have been paid as before 
stated, , | 1,930 40 

From which deduct claims on the County for 

support of Paupers, 284 02 

Cash paid by the County, - 830 02 

“  s other Towns,* 36 50 

Property at the Town Farm over last year, 510 48 
| ——-—— 1,661 02 
Actual expense of supporting Paupers, $269 38 

_ Estimated Expenses for the year 1857. 
Ordinary Town Charges, 1,000 00 
Highways and Bridges, 2,500 00 
Support of Paupers, 600 00 
Fire Department, 700 00 
Teachers’ Institute, _ 115 00 
$4,915 00 
NOTES AGAINST THE TOWN. 

At the Savings Bank, 9,446 66 
Betsey Chapman, 1,000 00 
Benjamin Pierce, 500 00 
Charles Lamson, 2,000 00 
‘John Mason, 800 00 
Joshua Davis, 700 00 
Miss B. Davis, 700 00 
Cheshire County Bank, 700 00 
$15,846 66 
Due the Town from Charles Chase, for rents, 10 00 
ey. «6 Jarib 8. Herrick, for Pest House, 37 50 

6 “ Geo. Cook, for Shook sold from the 
Ministerial Lot, 243 12 
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Due from Collector, William H. Burt's taxes, 24 80 
6s 6 William Patten’s taxes, a O85 
$318 97 

There will be due Alonzo Farr, April 1, 1857, 275 00 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 


NELSON N. SAWYER, 
EBENEZER CLARK, 
JOHN CLARK, 


Selectmen of Keene. 


The undersigned have examined the foregoing accounts of the 
Selectmen of Keene, and find them correctly cast, and that they and 
the accounts of the Town Treasurer agree with each other. | 

JNO. HENRY ELLIOT, 
GEO. TILDEN, 
PETER HAYWARD. 


Auditing Committee. 


March 9, 1857. 


ini Se OM aad & 


OF THE 


CoH TEE oR: NeG DON die 


In the discharge of my duty, as required by law, I subniit the follow- 
ing Report of the Fire Department of the Town of Keene, for the year 
ending March 10, 1857. 

The Board of Engineers consists of a Chief, together with seven As- 
sistants, as appointed by the Selectmen of the Town, March, 1856, who, 
in the discharge of their duty, organized themselves as a Board of Engi- 
neers, with proper officers, and are all provided with a badge of office, as 
the law requires ; and the Assistants have all faithfully performed their du- 
ty during the past year. The Board have provided a Constitution for the 

government and working of the Fire Department, that it might be more 

thoroughly effective in all its branches which come under the jurisdiction 
of the Engineers ; which Constitution was adopted by the Board and ac- 
cepted by both Companies, April 28, 1856. 

The Deluge Company has forty-three acting members, and twenty- 
three honorary members. They have one Machine, with seven hundred 
and twenty-five feet of Hose, and other necessary apparatus for using the 
same, to which an addition of two hundred and fifty feet of new Hose has 
been added, with other necessary fixtures and repairs, during the past 
year, to the amount of two hundred and sixty-four dollars gnd fifty-three 
cents, all of which is in perfect order for service at a moment’s notice.— 
They have thirty-eight uniforms belonging to the Town, now in the hands 
of members; they have also furnished themselves the past year, with fire- 
men’s hats, which has added much to the appearance of said Company, 
and have made other improvements on their hall, which reflect credit on 
themselves and the town, and yet their Treasury is in a prosperous ~ 
condition. The members of said Company have all done their duty the 
past year, in accordance with the law and the Constitution of the Fire 
Department. ‘ 
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The Neptune Company has forty-five members ; they have one machine, 
seven hundred and seventy-five feet of hose, and other necessary appara- 
tus for using the same, to which an addition of two hundred and fifty 
feet of new hose has been added, with other necessary fixtures and re- 
pairs, during the past year to the amount of two hundred and forty-eight 
dollars thirty-six cents, all of which is in perfect order for service at a 
moment’s notice: they have forty uniforms belonging to the town, now in 
the hands of members ; they have also made improvements on their hall, 
at their own expense, which reflects credit upon themselves, the Fire De- 
partment and the town, and yet we learn that they have a surplus in 
their treasury, and we confidently ae that during another year, they 
will furnish themselves with firemen’s hats, that they may be second to 
none, in uniform or discipline. They have all faithfully performed their 
duty as engine-men, during the past year, in accordance with the law and 
the Constitution of the Fire Department. 

The Hook and Ladder Company is composed of eighteen members; they 
have a Hook and Ladder carriage, hooks, ladders, chains, bars, axes and 
other necessary apparatus for using the same, all of which is in perfect 
order. ‘They have no uniform, and the members of said company have 
not at all times during the past year been as prompt in the discharge of 
their duty as might have been expected, and we would here recommend 
that the town provide for them a uniform, that they may not, in future, 
‘be Iooked upon, or found inferior, in discipline or usefulness, with the 
other companies. 

There are also two other machines, with one hundred and twenty-five 
feet of hose, which are apparently in good condition for ; service, and 
might be of great value in case of a large fire. They have been. repaired 
during the past year, at an expense of five dollars and seventy-five cents, 
and have been at all times in proper order for service. The reservoirs in 
town are many of them in a bad condition, although they have been re- 
paired during the past year to the amount of thirty-nine dollars and six- 
ty eight cents, yet it is not believed that they would furnish that amount 
of water necessary to supply our engines for any length of time in case of 
a large fire. But it is earnestly hoped that the time is not far distant 
when our village will have a full supply of water from another source. 

During the past year there has been but four alarms of fire in town, at 
all of which the engineers and companies were prompt at the same, with 
their apparatus for extinguishing the fire, and in every respect yielded en- 
tire obedience to the orders of their superiors. The first was the dwelling 
house of Mr. Faulkner, which was extinguished with ease and but trifle of | 
loss. The second was that of the Cheshire Railroad wood shed. Although 
that was extinguished with comparatively a small loss, yet at times be- 
fore it was subdued, it bid fair to gain the victory, and lay a large por- 

tion of our pleasant village in ruins, and might have proved so had it not 
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been for the promptness and energy of our efficient Fire Department. The 
third was that of a cooper’s shop which was destroyed, but was prevented 
from further spreading by the promptness and energy of our Fire Depart- 
ment in getting water to thesame. The fourth was that of a saw mill, 
which was in flames before the alarm was given, but the engineers and 
two companies were prompt on the spot and ready to do every thing that 
could be done to extinguish the same. All houses where fires are kept, 
also all buckets and ladders which the law requires, within the village 
precinct, have been inspected by the board of engineers during the past 
year, and many deficiencies were found in the same, which persons were 
duly notified thereof. 

By a vote of the town, the members of the Fire Department receive for 
their services double the sum which the law allows, and for their efficient 
services on the third of July last, in saving the property of the Cheshire 
Railroad Corporation from destruction by fire, said Corporation made a 
present to the Fire Department of fifty dollars, which by a vote of the 
board, it was divided equal between the Deluge and Neptune companies. 
And in relation to those two companies I here have the pleasure of saying 
. one thing, of which the companies and the town may well be proud, that a 
perfect union exists between those two companies, instead of that rivalry 
and strife which is so common between such companies, and such a un- 
ion we hope they will ever maintain. 

And so long as the town of Keene will maintain two such companies, 
with such efficient officers at their head, as they at this time present to 
us, (and supply them with the one thing needful) we can rest assured 
that we have an arm on which we can rely with safety in the hour of dan- 
ger and nothing will be lacking on their part to stay the devouring ele- 
ment, and discharge their duty with pleasure to themselves and honor 
to the town 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
DANIEL BUSS, 
Chief Engineer Keene Fire Department. 

Keene, March 10, 1857. 


